








 Hanover Township Public Schools  
 

 
Career Education Curriculum  
         
Grade: K - 5 

    
 

 
Unit of Study 

Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

 
Key Learning 

Objectives 
(NJSLS)/CCSS) 

 
Student Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How student will demonstrate 
knowledge) 

 
Resources and Sample 

Activities 

 
Suggested 

Length of Study 
and Dates 

 
How do I decide 
what I want to be 
when I get older? 
 
Why do I need to be 
accountable? 
 
 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school 
and community? 

 
9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 
 
9.2.B – Self 
Management 
 
 
 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

 
Kindergarten – Discuss possible 
jobs in the future – show pictures 
and read book on careers. 
 
Kindergarten – Have students 
think about things they like to do. 
 
 
 
Kindergarten – Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November. 

 
Students will draw a 
picture of what they want 
to do when they grow up, 
or a similar activity. 
 
Students will draw a 
picture of themselves doing 
something they enjoy 
doing, or a similar activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

 
Career picture book, 
handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio 

 
Month 
of 
Novemb
er 

What work habits 
are necessary for 
home, community, 
and school? 
 
What are my 
interests, abilities, 
and values? 
 

9.1.B – 
Employability 
Skills 
 
 
9.2.B – Self 
Management 
 
 

First Grade – Discuss how being 
responsible is an important trait 
to have now and in future jobs. 
 
 
First Grade – Have students think 
about what is important to them. 
 
 

Students will draw pictures 
of themselves taking 
responsibility at home and 
at school, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will draw a 
picture of themselves and 
write three things are 

Handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio 

Month of 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why do I need to be 
accountable? 
 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, 
and community? 
 

9.2.B – Self 
Management 
 
 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

First Grade – Have students think 
about things that make them 
special and unique. 
 
First Grade – Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November. 

important to them, or a 
similar activity. 
 
Students will write 
qualities that make them 
special and unique, or a 
similar activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

 
 

 

What work habits 
are necessary for 
home, community, 
and school? 
 
 
How do I decide 
what I want to be 
and how do I 
prepare for my 
career? 
 
 
How can I plan and 
prepare for the 
future? 
 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, 
and community? 
 
 

9.1.B – 
Employability 
Skills 
 
 
9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 
 
 
 
9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 
 

 
 

 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

Second Grade – Describe to 
students that jobs they do at home 
are jobs they have now – just like 
adults have different jobs. 
 
Second Grade – Have students 
think about what his/her job in 
the family is as well as what they 
would like to work as in the 
future. 
 
 
Second Grade – Have students 
describe some of the planning 
they do at home and at school. 
 
 
 
Second Grade - Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November.  

Students will write and 
draw a picture of what each 
family member does at 
work, or a similar activity. 
 
Students will write and 
draw a picture of their job/s 
in the family as well as 
what they’d like to do in 
the future for a job, or a 
similar activity. 
 
Students will complete a 
“Time Chart” and suggest 
ways to plan their time 
more effectively so they 
can accomplish what they 
want and need to do, or a 
similar activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

Handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio 

Month of 
November 



 
What work habits 
are necessary for 
home, community, 
and school? 
 
How do I decide 
what I want to be 
and how do I 
prepare for my 
career? 
 
 
How is safety a 
personal and societal 
responsibility? 
 
 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, 
and community? 
 

 
9.1.B – 
Employability 
Skills 
 
9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 
 
 
 
 
9.2.F - Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

 
Third Grade – Describe to 
students that everyone has a job 
and their job is to go to school. 
 
Third Grade – Have students 
think about things they enjoy 
doing, things they are good at, 
and what they’d like to be when 
they grow up. 
 
 
Third Grade – Have students 
think about who, in the school, 
they can go to for help and how 
they can seek their help. 
 
 
 
Third Grade - Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November. 

 
Students will complete an 
interview about his/her day 
at school, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will write about 
things they enjoy doing, 
are good at, and what 
they’d like to be when they 
grow up, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will complete a 
“School Helpers” 
worksheet, determine how 
each person helps, and be 
given the opportunity to 
meet with the helpers to 
ask questions, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

 
Handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio 

 
Month of 
November 



 
What work habits 
are necessary for 
home, community, 
and school? 
 
 
Why do I need to be 
accountable? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do I decide 
what I want to be 
and how do I 
prepare for my 
career? 
 
 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, 
and community? 
 
 

 
9.1.B – 
Employability 
Skills 
 
 
 
9.2.B – 
Self-
Management  
 
 
 
 
9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

 
Fourth Grade – Describe to 
students that there are various 
community jobs that are 
necessary for the good of the 
community. 
 
Fourth Grade - Have student 
think about ways they are 
responsible and ways they think 
they need to improve. 
 
 
 
Fourth Grade – Have students 
identify their current interests and 
abilities and relate them to a 
future career. 
 
 
 
 
Fourth Grade - Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November. 

 
Students will determine 
several jobs that people 
have in the community as 
well as what his/her duty is 
in school and at home, or a 
similar activity. 
 
Students will complete a 
survey about responsibility 
and determine how they are 
responsible, what areas 
they need to improve, and 
why it’s important to be 
responsible, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will discuss their 
abilities in terms of five 
categories, complete a 
“Careers that Fit” 
worksheet, and compare 
their interests and abilities 
with five careers that 
interest them, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

 
Handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio  

 
Month of 
November 

 
How can I build 
upon my personal 
strengths? 
 
 
 

 
9.2.B –  
Self- 
Management 
 
 
 

 
Fifth Grade – Have students think 
about subjects that interest them, 
subjects that don’t interest them, 
achievements, hobbies, and what 
they want to be. 
 

 
Students will complete a 
career development record 
of interests, hobbies, 
activities, and what they 
want to be, or a similar 
activity. 

 
Handouts (see 
attached), career 
portfolio 

 
Month of 
November 



 
How do I best 
communicate? 
 
 
 
 
 
How can I recognize 
personal likes and 
dislikes and use that 
for a career choice? 
 
What character traits 
are important for 
day-to-day activities 
in the home, school, 
and community? 
 

 
9.2.C –  
Interpersonal 
Communications 
 
 
 
 
9.2.B – 
Self- 
Management 
 
 
9.2.D – 
Character 
Development 
and Ethics 

 
Fifth Grade – Discuss the aspects 
of applying for a job and what it 
will take to convince the boss to 
hire you. 
 
 
 
Fifth Grade – Have students think 
about things that make them who 
they are. 
 
 
Fifth Grade - Careers and 
Character Education will be 
discussed as a character 
education theme for the month of 
November. 

 
Students will write about a 
job they want, a description 
of themselves, and 
personality traits that 
would be good for that job, 
or similar activity. 
 
Students will write an 
essay all about themselves 
based on several questions 
they answer, or a similar 
activity. 
 
Students will complete 
handouts at home and 
returned to the school 
counselor as a part of a 
career portfolio. 

How is safety a 
personal and societal 
responsibility? 
 

9.2.F - Safety Grades K – 5 – A whole school 
assembly will be held to discuss 
fire safety. 
 
Grade K – 5 – The whole school 
will practice bus safety. 
 
 
Grade K – 5 – The whole school 
will practice a lock down for 
safety. 

Students will learn all 
about fire safety from the 
town fire department. 
 
Students will learn how to 
properly evacuate from a 
bus during an emergency. 
 
Students will learn how to 
respond during a lock 
down emergency. 

Fire Department and 
fire drills. 
 
Transportation 
Department and a bus. 
 
 
Crisis Management 
Team, teachers, 
administration, proper 
procedure, drill. 

1 time 
assembly and 
monthly fire 
drills 
 
1 time a year 
bus drill 
 
Periodically 
throughout the 
year. 

How do I know 
what skills are 
necessary for certain 
jobs? 

9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 

PreK – 1st Grade – Students will 
have a visit a from a dentist or 
visit the office to see all about 
that career. 

Students will learn all 
about the career of 
dentistry. 

Dentist or Hygienist 
comes to school or go 
to a Dentist Office 

1 time a year 
 
 

How do I know 
what skills are 
necessary for certain 
jobs? 

9.1.A – Career 
Awareness and 
Planning 

Grades K – 5 – A whole school 
assembly may be held to discuss 
the career of illustrator and/or 
author. 

Students will learn all 
about the career of 
illustrator and/or author. 

Author/Illustrator 
comes to the school. 

1 time a year 
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